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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Prior to examination on the merits, Applicants respectfully request entry and 
consideration of the following amendments and remarks. 

IN THE CLAIMS: 


Please replace claim 1 with the following like numbered claim. 


1 . A method of at least partially filling at least one microfluidic channel of a 
microfluidic device with a gas or fluid, the method comprising: 

applying a vacuum to the at least one microfluidic channel of the microfluidic 

device; and 

at least partially filling the at least one microfluidic channel with at least one of a 
gas or fluid while the at least one microfluidic channel remains under vacuum. 


